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Iraq finds its natural market in India. The wools from these
countries are superior in quality to most of the Indian wools.4
A major portion of this imported wool, however, is re-exported
from India. If the Indian demand for this class of wool and
the means of communication with the frontier countries im-
prove, abundant material of a similar quality would be avail-
able for further expansion of supplies from these sources.
Thus the wool grown in India, supplemented by arrivals from
the frontier countries is capable of giving enough good quality
wool to meet the entire demand of the Indian woollen industry.
The local supplies of raw wool for the manufacture of
worsteds are of a limited nature. The North India Siiperior
Clothing White and a part of the Frontier wools can be utiliz-
ed for this purpose, but for the major part of its raw wool
requirements the worsted section is dependent upon Australia.
In this respect, however, the Indian industry is not at a dis-
advantage, as the worsted industry of all the chief competing
countries is in exactly the same position.
The markets for the woollen goods are situated mostly
in Northern India, but on account of climatic reasons the de-
mand is strictly seasonal. Sales do not ordinarily take place
except during the three or four months at the beginning of the
cold season. And since the Indian mills have no export trade,
their production for open market is reduced to the period
required to fulfil these seasonal orders. It has, therefore, been
of the utmost importance to secure government contracts to
Enable them to keep their works open during the off-season.
The limited nature of the market handicaps the industry in
yet another way. The requirements of the market are of an
immense variety and to meet these varied requirements, both
in woollens and worsteds, the Indian mills are compelled to
attempt to make something of every variety; while in most
other countries of the world, where the industry is organized
to supply the world market, there is a very great specializa-
tion resulting in economies and efficiency. In India a very
large number of departments entails the employment of a
high proportion of supervisors to maintain efficiency in so
many different lines. But as figures in TABLES XVII to XX
4 Report of the Indian Tariff Board on the Woollen Textile Industry
{1935), p. 7.